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For immediate release: 
June 3, 2009
Jacob and Leopoldine Wolfe Family Stroke Care Unit Opens at the Wascana Rehabilitation Centre
The Hospitals of Regina Foundation (HRF) and the Regina Qu’Appelle Health Region (RQHR) celebrated the grand opening today of the Jacob and Leopoldine Wolfe Family Stroke Care Unit at the Wascana Rehabilitation Centre (WRC).

The Wolfe Stroke Unit is part of the Stroke Care Network of Excellence, and was made possible through a legacy gift from the family of Jacob and Leopoldine Wolfe. Since that gift, many other donors have stepped forward with their support. In May 2008, construction began on the Adult In-patient Unit on the third floor of the WRC. The redeveloped unit will allow staff to deliver enhanced stroke rehabilitation services that are aligned with best practices in rehabilitation medicine. 

A new therapy area on the unit means patients will no longer need to travel to the main floor of WRC for therapy. The new dining facility is designed to facilitate social interaction among stroke patients and help them relearn the life skills they will need once they are discharged. Staff will also be able to use this new space for group activities that develop patients’ social and motor skills.

Dr. Milo Fink, Section Head, Rehabilitation Medicine, RQHR, said the Wolfe Stroke Unit will have a great impact on how services are delivered. “One of the central goals of the redesigned unit is to normalize the rehabilitation experience. By integrating daily activities with formal therapy sessions, therapy becomes a part of everyday living, and not just limited to specific therapy times. This means faster recovery for stroke survivors. It has been a remarkable project. We are very grateful to the Wolfe family for their generous donation and all other donors who contributed to make this a reality.”
“The Wolfe Stroke Unit at the Wascana Rehabilitation Centre is a model for the best ways to help people recover from stroke,” says Lucy Buller, CEO of the Heart and Stroke Foundation. “The new therapy suite along with other best practices is a crucial component of organized stroke care as identified in the national Integrated Stroke Strategy and a great step forward for our province.”
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Judy Davis, CEO of the Foundation, says, “Many thanks to the Wolfe family and all donors who have made this possible. They should be proud of what their generosity has enabled. The Wolfe Stroke Unit will positively change the lives of patients, their family members, and their caregivers.” 
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